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The distribution, occurrence and mining records of native copper

in Nagatoro region, Saitama Prefecture, Japan

Motoko INOUE
Saitama Museum of Natural History, Nagatoro 1417-1, Nagatoro, Saitama, 369-1305 JAPAN

Abstract : | conducted a field survey and organized existing specimens, scientific papers and mining records to clearly
demonstrate the distribution and occurrence of native copper produced in Nagatoro region. The survey revealed that
copper-bearing minerals, including native copper ,intermingled with quartz and calcite veins usually occur in areas where
hematite quartz schist was significantly crushed. Native copper usually exists in the center of the copper-bearing minerals,
cuprite exists in its circumference and malachite or chrysocolla exists closest to the edge. Therefore,l concluded that the
copper-bearing minerals were primarily native copper. Additionally not only stones of the bedded cupriferous iron sulfide
deposits but also copper-bearing ores, including native cupper, were being mined in Nagatoro region in the Meiji-Taisho

Era.

Keywords: wa-dou, disused copper mine, database
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